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ALFRED COVE — ARTERIAL ROADS 

Grievance 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove) [9.26 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport. We are 
approaching gridlock on the main arterial roads in the Alfred Cove area. More than 1.9 million vehicles are on 
Western Australian roads, with a growth of 18 per cent over the last five years. Alfred Cove plays host to many 
of these cars, buses and trucks daily with the Canning Highway feeding many zones of trade and recreation in 
metropolitan Perth. Freight and other deliveries from Fremantle port travelling to the city, Booragoon, Murdoch 
or the industrial areas, movements to Leach Highway and beyond via Stock and North Lake Roads, and 
shopping traffic from Garden City along Riseley Street and Reynolds Road meet to create a very busy electorate. 
At peak hours, the additional movement of residents travelling to work and mums and dads on the school runs 
extend travelling times considerably. 

When the television news regularly shows peak-hour crawl on the Kwinana and Mitchell Freeways in talking 
about congestion, we know this problem is also playing out on our local streets. Rat runs are increasing 
inconvenience and danger around our homes and schools. When Treasurer and Minister for Transport, Troy 
Buswell, travelled with me along Canning Highway to Canning Bridge Station, he saw the Alfred Cove peak-
hour experience. The incapacity of Canning Highway is forcing many commuters to seek alternative routes in an 
attempt to cut their travelling time to locations not only outside the electorate, but also within. 

Congestion on local roads such as Macrae Road in Applecross near my electorate office and Bombard Street in 
Mt Pleasant, is, at peak period so bad, that residents are often forced to wait extended periods to leave their 
driveway. This also impacts their local errands and not just getting out of the suburbs to the city or towards 
Fremantle. Similar issues exist around North Lake Road and into Attadale. I also mention Burke Drive. This 
river ring-road plays host to increased traffic flows from the highway and school pick-ups and drop-offs. 
Dangerous behaviour by some motorcyclists and hoon drivers also takes place, making for a volatile 
combination with family traffic. This is an issue I am addressing with the Minister for Police, but it is worthy of 
a mention in this context due to the increased traffic movements attempting to escape the congestion of nearby 
Canning Highway. A similar trail of cars can be viewed at dawn and dusk along The Esplanade and Ullapool 
Road in Mt Pleasant. These traffic flows between Canning Highway and Leach Highway via the river are 
impacting on the safety of scores of walkers, runners and cyclists enjoying the river, and also reducing the area’s 
amenity because of noise and traffic pollution. 

I highlight these local rat runs as evidence of the inefficiency of Canning Highway in its current configuration. A 
major highway that can handle traffic demand stops people searching for alternative routes because it is the most 
time and fuel efficient path from A to B. Much of my community’s feedback asks for road-calming measures on 
local roads, and this approach has much merit, but going to the source of the issue and fixing the main highways 
and feeder roads will ultimately give us better results in the long term.  

I also wish to highlight the $700 million redevelopment of Garden City. This is a welcome investment in Alfred 
Cove and an exciting shopping upgrade for not only Alfred Cove, but also greater metropolitan Perth. Garden 
City is a major employer and attracts around 11 million shoppers every year, with only about one per cent 
arriving by public transport. Early estimates show that the expanded shopping centre will generate an additional 
two million annual visitors to the area. This does not include the light commercial and heavy freight vehicles all 
travelling along Riseley Street to service Coles, Myer and the hundreds of stores that we are flocking to visit. 

The Murdoch activity centre looks set to host an additional 30 000 to 35 000 people living and working in the 
precinct. Add to this the pencilled-in developments around Canning Bridge and we will soon be living in one of 
the busiest regions in Perth. There is no question that this expansion will cause traffic headaches in the shorter 
term, but with a cooperative approach I think that it could be the catalyst for a complete rethink of the road 
networks for the Alfred Cove area and surrounds.  

AMP Capital outlined its vision for roads and transport infrastructure to accompany the shopping centre 
redevelopment at a recent briefing. The member for Bateman was also present to represent the views of his 
constituents. I was most impressed by the industry-standard modelling AMP Capital has employed in its traffic 
studies and the inclusive and productive relationship this group has established with Main Roads and the 
Department of Transport. AMP Capital’s funding of some of the intersections that surround the development is a 
welcome and fair injection of private sector funding for the benefit of our community. I have confidence that the 
firm working relationship already established with the Minister for Transport and his team will deliver great 
outcomes for traffic congestion in our local area as the transformation of Garden City shopping centre takes 
shape. Investment will also bring improved amenity to Marmion Street and other streetscapes in need of some 
tender loving care around the shopping centre.  
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Minister Buswell directed the Public Transport Authority to work with AMP Capital to find the best public 
transport solutions for the Garden City expansion. A rapid bus service linking Canning Bridge Station, Garden 
City and the Murdoch activity centre, which includes Fiona Stanley Hospital, St John of God Murdoch Hospital, 
Murdoch University and surrounding suburbs, could see commuters and shoppers move across our region easily 
and efficiently, and might even see an end to our love affair with the car. On Canning Highway towards 
Kwinana Freeway, the creation of a peak-period priority bus lane, including bus queue jumps at traffic lights, 
should be explored. I am aware that the minister has commissioned a traffic study to explore some of these 
options. Light rail may one day provide a solution to congestion on both Canning and Leach Highways, but the 
reality is that the economics do not stack up at present. Some creative redevelopment of Canning Bridge Station 
must also be a part of the solution to make sure that this pinch point is fixed.  

Improved and efficient roads with a focus on public transport are the key to the success of our region. Growth 
and development is a great vote of confidence in our local area, bringing jobs and prosperity. However, 
consideration of how we will move people into, out of and around what will become one of the busiest regions in 
Perth must always be a top priority. I look forward to continuing to work closely with Minister Buswell on the 
transport issues in Alfred Cove. I thank the minister and his staff for their advice and assistance to date, and look 
forward to his response to this grievance. 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [9.32 am]: I thank the member for Alfred Cove. I 
think I was out in his electorate earlier this year and I thank him for inviting me to look at the circumstances in 
and around traffic congestion. A lot of people have anecdotally described this to me, particularly the congestion 
from Canning Bridge, along Canning Highway up to Riseley Street and a little further over to the west. 
Subsequent to our meeting, I gave a number of undertakings and I am happy to give the member an update today 
on where we are at with those. 

Essentially, there are some things that we can do in the short term and some that we can do in the longer term. In 
the longer term, for example, will be the work around creating a dedicated bus lane, perhaps am eastbound–pm 
westbound, on Canning Highway to help get buses off the highway through that particularly busy area. I think 
that is an important innovation that we will pursue.  

In the shorter term, as part of a broader consideration of congestion around the metropolitan area, Main Roads 
Western Australia has employed some external advisers to come in and look at traffic signalling. One of the 
components of our plan to deal with congestion is to increase the efficiency of arterial roads. I often get feedback 
from people that signalling and the operations of signalling are not leading to optimum road utilisation. We 
identified that we should conduct a trial on Canning Highway and we have already analysed the signals. Starting 
tomorrow, the light flow of the signals at the intersections of Canning Highway and Riseley Street, Ardross 
Street, Reynolds Road, Sleat Road, Canning Beach Road and Kintail Road, and the Fremantle interchange will 
be changed. We have committed about $500 000 to do that section and another section of arterial road in the 
metropolitan area. Effectively, that means Canning Highway will get increased priority and the green phasings—
there will be other changes—on Canning Highway will be for longer periods. Exactly as the member argued, the 
arterial road will get preferential treatment. As people come to understand the benefits of these changes that will 
mean that there will be less incentive for people to rat run because it will be easier to get down onto the freeway 
along Canning Highway. These changes will start rolling out tomorrow. I imagine that it will take a couple of 
weeks for them to be put in place. There will be thorough monitoring of traffic flows through the area, because if 
it works we can get increased efficiencies at other arterial road blockage points across the metropolitan area for a 
relatively low investment. It is really important to focus on not only building more roads but also using the roads 
that we have more efficiently. Therefore, as a result of that visit earlier this year, the first cab off the rank for this 
new approach to managing our road network will be that section of Canning Highway through the member’s 
electorate. I think that it is a positive first step. Main Roads has told me its advice is that the trial will hopefully 
lead to increased flow efficiencies of up to 15 per cent. This will have an impact on people using the secondary 
roads at those intersections because they will have less time to access the intersection, but all the advice is that it 
will be a much better outcome for road use and flow through that area. I think that it is a good step forward.  

We are still doing work on the bus lane. We are also looking at redesign and reconfiguration of the freeway on 
and off-ramps at Canning Highway and Kwinana Freeway. A very interesting innovation is a trial to upgrade the 
shoulder of the freeway between Canning Bridge and Mill Point Road to enable cars to use it in a restricted 
speed capacity at peak times. Effectively, we would get a significant increase in capacity through that part of the 
freeway, which will be tied into some of the work happening around the northbound Kwinana Freeway on-ramp 
off Canning Highway. All those things are designed to help relieve that pressure point. Main Roads is confident 
that it will deliver significant benefits. Main Roads’ engineers have proved to me over time that they generally 
deliver on what they say. It will be a really important step forward in that area.  
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The member touched on the upgrade of Garden City shopping centre and I am very keen to stay involved with 
that project. As we discussed during our visit, the current bus terminus at Garden City is very large. Given what 
we are doing in the city with the new city busport, there is no need for that sort of footprint. It is much better that 
that footprint is available to be used as part of the broader precinct, either for commercial or other purposes. I am 
hopeful that the Public Transport Authority will keep working on that. Indeed, there should be a smaller 
footprint, perhaps with the dynamic stand allocation technology that will be used in the city. Therefore, it will be 
more like an airport; rather than having, say, bus 78 always stop at a particular stand, the buses will be 
electronically allocated to fewer stands. People will wait in a waiting room, be notified that if they want to catch 
bus 78, they need to go to stand 3, line up and off they will go. Effectively, there would be a smaller footprint, 
and from a customer point of view it is probably better.  

I am also very happy to work with the member on the introduction of a better local bus service. I think that the 
member indicated a linkage between the Murdoch activity centre to the south, through Garden City and then 
back to Canning Bridge Station. I am happy to look at what we can do to implement that. It would probably be 
good to tie it in with the expansion of Garden City, thereby clearly linking a major shopping and employment 
destination with the main public transport backbone.  

I again thank the member for inviting me to his electorate earlier this year. Hopefully, what I have outlined today 
about changes to traffic lights is a good first step, but I acknowledge, as the member did, that there is a lot more 
work to be done. 
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